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Wear It !

Reg Buxton and his family decided one summer to take a different kind of family vacation.

They chartered a trawler-styled boat to explore British Columbia’s Inside Channel. The waters of the Inside Channel are extremely deep and extremely cold, even in summer.

Reg and his wife had the good sense to equip each of their three kids with lifejackets and make them wear them all the time.

Things were going smoothly; everyone was having fun. The kids were down below playing while Reg and his wife were at the helm enjoying the afternoon scenery.

Some time later, two of the Buxton children joined their mom and dad on deck. 

Suddenly, Reg noticed their youngest, David, was not with them. In a panic, they searched the boat for little David, to no avail. He was gone.

Reg called the Coast Guard who told him to circle back and retrace his route while they scrambled help.

Reg and his family eventually came upon David at the same time another boat did. 

“We could see something red bobbing in the water,” Reg said later.

Young David Buxton was saved by his lifejacket. It not only kept him floating in the frigid Pacific waters, but its bright colour alerted rescuers and helped in spotting him.

One can only ask what would have happened if David hadn’t been wearing a brightly coloured lifejacket?

For years, the Canadian Safe Boating Council has been urging boaters to take the necessary precautions and always wear a lifejacket while on the water.

Often, boaters will proudly tell boating safety officials that they always have their lifejackets on board their boats, just like the law demands.

The CSBC applauds this but reminds those boaters that a lifejacket isn’t intended to save the life of the boat. It’s meant to save the life of the human being on the boat!

So if you fall in the water without your lifejacket on your body, that fine sense of pride in having lifejackets on board won’t help keep you floating.  

The CSBC urges you that when you go boating this season, don’t just carry your lifejacket aboard your boat, Wear It!
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