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Wear It !

A WISER BOATER TODAY

“It happened so quick. One minute you’re having the most fun of your life, the next minute you’re struggling for your life”.

That was Dave Kimpinski’s comment after nearly drowning in a boating accident.  Dave and his young son, Curtis, were pulling Dave’s niece Amanda on an inflatable tube in their small outboard powered boat.

Suddenly Dave saw the large wake from another boat right in front of them. He leaned across to prevent his son Curtis from falling in but instead went overboard himself.

Dave wasn’t wearing a lifejacket. His boat started to make lazy circles while Curtis cried out for his dad.

Amanda saw her uncle struggling to stay afloat and began to swim after him. 

Fortunately, Amanda was prepared for the water and was wearing a lifejacket. She reached her uncle and Dave grabbed on to her.

Curtis, meanwhile, pulled the safety lanyard on the motor just like he’d seen his dad do and the boat stopped moving.

Amanda and Dave were able to get back to their boat and climb aboard. 

Dave was lucky. He was lucky that Amanda was wearing a lifejacket and able to help him. He was lucky that his little boy managed to stop their boat.

Dave Kimpinksi will tell you today that he is a much wiser boater now.

Our loved ones are precious and unfortunately none of us can predict when potential disaster might strike. Dave Kimpinski knows that firsthand. A fun day of tubing nearly turned deadly because he decided not to wear a lifejacket.

Today’s lifejackets look nothing like the lifejackets and vests of even 10 years ago. Think of the first cell phones - how bulky and awkward they were. Think of today’s mobile phones: sleek, slim, lightweight.

That’s what lifejackets and personal flotation devices are like today. Materials are lighter, stronger and more comfortable to wear. And the new, approved inflatable life vests and personal flotation devices lie flat around your shoulders like a collar.

For years, the Canadian Safe Boating Council has been urging boaters to take the necessary precautions and always wear a lifejacket on the water.

Many times boaters will proudly tell boating safety officials that they always have their lifejackets on board their boats, just like the law demands.

The CSBC applauds this but reminds those boaters that a lifejacket isn’t intended to save the life of the boat. It’s meant to save the life of the human being on the boat!

So if you fall in the water without your lifejacket on your body, that fine sense of pride in having lifejackets on board won’t help keep you floating.

Not long ago, the CSBC conducted an experiment. The Council selected roughly half a dozen volunteers, both young and old and asked them to jump into a swimming pool and, once in the water, attempt to get into a lifejacket.

All the participants said afterwards how difficult it was to perform that seemingly simple task. Few of them managed to select lifejackets that were the right size when they were in the pool.

Rob Hall, one of the volunteers, summed it up best when he remarked “I think it’s way too tough to put on a lifejacket in the water, to have to put it on after your boat’s flipped over”.

And if it was tough for volunteers in a swimming pool, imagine how difficult it would be in a real-life situation in a lake, river or ocean with individuals overcome by panic and fear.

THE CHILDREN WORE IT !

Reg Buxton and his family decided one summer to take a different kind of family vacation.

They chartered a trawler-styled boat to explore British Columbia’s Inside Channel. The waters of the Inside Channel are extremely deep and extremely cold, even in summer.

Reg and his wife had the good sense to equip each of their three kids with lifejackets and make them wear them all the time.

Things were going smoothly; everyone was having fun. The kids were down below playing while Reg and his wife were at the helm enjoying the afternoon scenery.

Some time later, two of the Buxton children joined their mom and dad on deck. 

Suddenly, Reg noticed their youngest, David, was not with them. In a panic, they searched the boat for little David, to no avail. He was gone.

Reg called the Coast Guard who told him to circle back and retrace his route while they scrambled help.

Reg and his family came upon David at the same time another boat did. 

“They could see something red bobbing in the water”, Reg said later.

David Buxton was saved by his lifejacket. It kept him floating and its bright colour alerted rescuers.

What would have happened if David hadn’t been wearing a brightly coloured lifejacket?

THE ADULT DIDN’T WEAR  IT !

Brendan d’Arcy had a similar experience with his son, Ciaran. The two were in their boat, Ciaran wearing his lifejacket. Brendan chose not to wear one.

A careless boater tossed the d’Arcys out of their own vessel and into the water. Brendan’s initial thought was to get as far away from the spinning props of his motor as possible. He swam some 20 yards away from the boat and found Ciaran.

By his own admission, Brendan is not a good swimmer. He tried to swim back to his boat in order to bring it back and rescue his son. But Brendan began sinking as he tried to get back to his vessel.

He wouldn’t be here today if another vessel hadn’t noticed Ciaran.

“They spotted his life vest before they spotted him”, Brendan said. 

As Ciaran was pulled to safety, so too was Brendan, who likely would have drowned otherwise.

“The first thing I do when I go out on the water is put my lifejacket on. And it stays on until I’m back on land”, proclaims Brendan today.

These are not fictional accounts designed to scare Canadian boaters into wearing lifejackets. These are real-life stories from boaters who survived and live because of a lifejacket.

None of these Canadians could possibly have imagined such deadly scenarios occurring to them. After all, what are the chances?

Well, thankfully, the chances are small. But not impossibly small. So long as there is one chance in a million, why take that chance when it involves your life?

You won’t get a second chance, will you?

Make the smart choice.  WEAR IT !
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